carelessly manipulating a loaded pistol received the discharge in the abdomen. She immediately collapsed, vomited blood, but did not become unconscious. The lower part of the body at once became paralysed, perception of touch and pain were lost below the level of the stomach, and the bladder and bowels were paralysed. Bed sores appeared on points of pressure within a few days. Five weeks after the accident she was still absolutely paraplegic, with loss of all reflexes and large deep bed sores at various points.
By means of the X-rays the bullet was localised in the body of the eighth dorsal vertebra, whence it was removed by operation. Wagner4 considers the essential lesion in spinal concussion is in the structure of the nerve cells, and that this alteration is followed by secondary degenerations.
